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" " T yealize that there h=s been some rention of the
fosr of the déffects of aftecention on earth dams. We have

hed that pranJL somewhat in ¥erthern Brazil where the glimate
18 vory ardid. I went to take thils opportunity to perhaps make
en Insignificent stgeesticn, T heyve never fTound any cecagsion
to usa in oDractica the so-called duniraciion 1imit, the
pontraction 1init being the witer content of 1(3"*"% patuTptad
netertals that yeu end up upon ceatzacilion 1in h1+Ei Buet
1nstead of usirg the gontractlon 11mdt you use contzaction,
vold ratio. We have found thet you uan_ﬂiacuv&r thet there
are variatlons, rather renarkable veriations ol contrmoiion
vold ratio, depending on placenent water content. It 18

‘felrly ecsy then to select such a contractien vold ratio of

the corresponding point in the dam.

In otler words, in the e-p curve, you cen &t any
rate, try to stay with your compaction water content, you can
trf to ptey with s contractlon vold Tatio ebove the corre—~
sponiling void ratioc thet thls soil element would attain in
tha £ill. It sssas to us thut by that peans, i1¥ that e
possible, I do not know, iln the realdual sclls ilhat we huve
worked with, we have Tound t%at quite possible Tecause the
wuristions of contrsction Yol d Tatio with riations of place-
nent water content Ifror minug 2 to piua 2 are a0 renerkable

W

et by & ninor chings, let uws fay go down to winus >3 water

ecowent you can stay L hﬂfuuﬂ wha oroblem of contrnetion upon
drying., The¥y 19 merely = gugiesvion, suong other things lo
dntroduce o concapt of the eonlraesvlieon vold rautio rather than

contraetion limlt, whieh would be appliceble to all =cila,
satureted or unsaturated, and in this speeific case, could ha

used to aveid to sone extent the problen of fisawring due to
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